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This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of the claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims: 
I A (Currently Amended) A signal processing device, comprising: 



inputting means for inputting a video signal; 

compr e ssing encoding means for [compressing] encoding to compress an 
amount of in^rmation of the video signal; 

;enerating means for generating a character signal; and 
smory means connected to each of said [compressing] encoding means and 
said generating mfcans and having a common memory for storing the video signal to perform a 
[compressing] encoding process by said [compressing] encoding means and storing the 
character signal generated by said generating means to perform a combining operation of the 
character signal. 

2. (Original) A device according to claim 1, further comprising: 

combinW means for combining the character signal generated by said 
generating means with the video signal. 

3. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 2, wherein said compre ss ing 
encoding means compresses encodes to compress an amount of information of the video 
signal outputted from saia combining means. 

4. (Currently Amfended) A device according to claim 3, further comprising: 

outputting means for outputting the video signal the amount of information of 
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whiqh has been compr e ss e d encoded by said compressing encoding means to a recording 
devica said recording device recording the vide signal outputted from said outputting means 
on the recording medium. 

5. ^Original) A device according to claim 2, further comprising: 
outputting means for outputting a video signal outputted from said combining 

means to a display device, said display device displaying an image represented by the video 
signal outputted from said outputting means. 

6. (Origdnal) A device according the claim 2, wherein said combining means 
combines the character signal with a video signal captured by the image pickup means. 

7. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 1, wherein said memory means 
has a first area forlstoring a video signal an amount of which is to be [compressed] encoded 
by said [compressing] encoding means, a second area for storing a video signal an amount of 
which has been coiApr e ascd encoded by said compres s ing encoding means, and a third area 
which is different fr&m said first area and said second area, said generating means generating 
the character signal by using the third area 

8. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 7, further comprising: 

outputtihg means for reading out from said second area the video signal the 
amount of which has bden compressed encoded and outputting the read-out video signal to a 
recording device, said rdbording device recording the video signal outputted from said 
outputting means on a recording medium. 

9. (Currently AnJpnded) A device according to claim 1, wherein said memory means 
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has a Brst area which is to be accessed by said [compressing] encoding means, and a second 
area whiVh corresponds to an image plane represented by the video signal and which is 
different from the first area, and wherein said generating means comprises memory control 
means for writing into said second area a plurality of codes representing a value of pixel data 
of the character signal, and a table for outputting pixel data corresponding to codes read out 
from said second area. 

10. (Original) A device according to claim 9, further comprising: 

combining means for combining the character signal generated by said 
generating means With the video signal, 

the codes representing control data for controlling a combining operation of 
said combining meais, said combining means performing the combining operation in 
accordance with the codes. 

1 1. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 1, wherein said compr e ssing 
encoding means comprises orthogonal transform means for orthogonally transforming the 
video signal, quantization means for quantizing orthogonal transform coefficients from said 
orthogoanl transform mqans, and variable-length coding means for variable -length-coding an 
output of said quantization means. 

12. (Currently Amended) A signal processing device, comprising: 

inputting m^ans for inputting a compressed video signal; 
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expanding means for expanding an amount of information of the compressed 
video signal ai\d outputting an expanded video signal : 

generating means for generating a character signal; and 
aemory means connected to each of said [compressing] expanding means and 
said generating mfeans and having a common memory for storing the compressed video signal to 
perform an expanding process by said expanding means and storing the character signal 
generated by said generating means to perform a combining operation of the character signal and 
the expanded video signal 

13. (Original) lA device according to claim 12, further comprising: 

combining means for combining the character signal generated by said 
generating means with tm video signal. 
Claim 14 (Canceled). 

1 5. (Currently Amfended) A device according to claim 13, further comprising: 

outputting rAans for outputting a video signal outputted from said combining 
means to a display device, siid display device displaying an image represented by the expanded 
video signal outputted by sai^ e xpansion expanding means. 



16. (Currently Ameo led) A device according to claim 12, wherein said inputting means 
for inputting the compressed 



, i ideo signal reproduced from a recording medium by a 
reproduction device and writii ig the reproduced video signal into said memory means, said 
expanding means expanding a i amount of information of the compressed video signal written 
into said memory means by sai i inputting means. 



Received from < 212 682 9694 > at 8/28/03 2:12:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



08/28/2003 14:13 FAX 212 682 9694 



ROBIN BLECKER & DALEY 




©007 



R7. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 12, wherein said memory means 
has a first krea for storing a compressed video signal an amount of which is to be expanded by 
said expanding means, a second area for storing a expanded video signal an amount of which 
has been expanded by said expanding means, and a third area which is different from said first 
area and said sd^ond area, said generating means generating the third character signal by using 
said third area. 

18. (Currently Amended) A device according to claim 12, wherein said memory means 
has a first area whiih is to be accessed by said expanding means, and a second area which 
corresponds to an imkge plane represented by the expanded video signal and which is different 
from said first area, and wherein said generating means comprises memory control means for 
writing into said second area a plurality of codes representing a value of pixel data of the 
character signal, and a fclj)le for outputting pixel data corresponding to codes read out from said 
second area. 

1 9. (Currently ArAended) A device according to claim 1 8, further comprising: 

combining faieans for combining the character signal generated by said 
generating means with the d^panded video signal the amount of which has been expanded by 
said expanding means, 

the codes indicating a combining operation of said combining means, said 
combining means performing! the combining operation in accordance with the codes. 

20. (Currently Amenc ed) A signal processing device, comprising: 

inputting mean s for inputting a video signal; 
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processing means for performing a predetermined process on the video signal 
and outputti^g a processed video signal : 

^ generating means for generating a character signal; and 
lemory means connected to each of said [compressing] processing means and 
said generating means and having a common memory for storing the video signal and the 
processed video signal so as to perform the predetermined process by said processing means and 
storing the character signal generated by said generating means to perform a combining 
operation of the character signal. 

21 . (Original) A device according to claim 20, wherein said processing means includes 
a higji-efficiency encoding means for compressing an amount of information of the video signal 
and for encoding the vifleo signal. 

22. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 21, wherein said memory 
means has a first area which is to be accessed by said high-efficiency encoding means, and a 
second area other than sai^ first area, said generating means generating the character signal by 
using the second area. 

23. (Original) A divice according to claim 21 , wherein said processing means further 
comprising error correction ^ncoding means for error-coirection-encoding the encoded video 
signal. 

24. (Previously Presetted) A device according to claim 23, wherein said memory 
to be accessed by said high-efficiency encoding means, a second 



means has a first area which is 



area which is to be accessed \jy said error correction encoding means, and a third area other than 
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saki first area and said second area, said generating means generating the character signal using 

\ 25. (Original) A device according to claim 20, wherein said processing means includes 
a high-efficiency decoding means for decoding the video signal and for expanding an amount of 
the decoded video signal. 

26. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 25, wherein said memory 
means has a fiist area which is to be accessed by said high-efficiency decoding means, and a 
second area othfr than said first area, said generating means generating the character signal by 
using said secona area. 

27. (Original) A device according to claim 25, wherein said processing means further 
includes error-corr&tion-decoding means for correcting any error in the video signal. 

28. (Previously Presented) A device according to claim 27, wherein said memory 
means includes a firstWea which is to be accessed by said high-efficiency decoding means, a 
second area which is tdlbe accessed by said error correction decoding means, and a third area 
other than said first areaWd said second area, said generating means generating the character 
signal by using said third area. 

29. (Currently Amended) A recording apparatus, comprising: 

inputting means for inputting a video signal; 

compressing means for compressing an amount of information of the video 
signal a nd outputting a compressed video sig nal: 

8 
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recording means for recording on a recording medium the compressed video 
signal the orripunt of which has b eo n compr e ssed by said compr e ssing m e ans ; 
^generating means for generating a character signal; and 
lemory means connected to each of said compressing means , said recording 
means and said feenerating means a and having a common memory for storing the video signal to 
perform a compressing process by said compressing means, the compressed video signal 
outpulted from sain compressing means to record on the recording medium by said recording 
means and storing the character signal generated by said generating means to perform a 
combining operation of the character signal. 

30. (Original) Wi apparatus according to claim 29, further comprising; 

combining means for combining the character signal with the video signal. 

3 1 . (Original) An apparatus according to claim 30, wherein said compressing means 
compresses an amount oflinformation of a combined video signal outputted from said 
combining means, said recording means recording the combined video signal outputted from 
said compressing means. 

32. (Original) An dbparatus according to claim 30, further comprising: 

display meank for displaying an image represented by the combined video signal 
outputted from said combining means. 

33. (Currently Amendid) An apparatus according the claim, 29, further comprising: 
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reproducing means for reproducing from the recording medium the compressed 
video signal the amount of which haa bc ea compressed by said compressing means, and for 
writing the reproduced video signal into said memory means. 

34. ((^urrendy Amended) An apparatus according to claim 33, further comprising: 
expanding means for expanding an amountof amount of information of the 
reproduced vid^o signal by using said memory means; and 

combining means for combining the character s iganl signal with the video signal 
the amount of vfcich has been expanded by said expanding means. 



10 



Received from < 212 682 9694 > at 8/28/03 2:12:09 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



